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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 22 - 28, 1996 


a eavy rain, sparked by a dynamic and moisture-laced storm 
system, spread from the Plains to the East after midweek. In 
conjunction with earlier rainfall, weekly totals topped 4 inches in the 
Ozark and Ouachita highlands and in parts of eastern Texas and 
Louisiana. The season's first significant snowfall blanketed the 
Rockies and the central High Plains. Cold air in the storm's wake 
delivered a hard freeze to Montana and resulted in frost and 
near-freezing temperatures as far south and east as eastern Colorado 
and Nebraska. Farther east, late-planted Corn Belt crops 
advanced toward maturity, but wet weather hampered fieldwork and 
harvest activities. Weekly temperatures averaged more 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


September 28, 1996 UPDATED WEEKLY 

















FAVORABLY 


CROP MOISTURE: MOIST 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 

TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 

WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


UMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
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SHADED AREAS: 
INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS FLOODED 


DRYNESS CONTINUES; 
BELOW 4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM PALMER) 


September 28, 1996 UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
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(Continued from front cover) 
than 3°F below normal from the interior Northwest to the Midwest, 
southward into central Texas. Departures reached -6 to -10°F in the 
northern and central Plains. 


Early in the week, cool air swept into the Northwest. On Monday, 
daily-record lows were set at a half-dozen locations, including 
Pocatello, ID (24°F), Pendleton, OR (33°F), and Olympia, WA 
(34°F). Meanwhile in the East, a cold front swept offshore on 
Sunday, followed by a fast-moving cold front at midweek. On 
September 22-23, 24-hour rainfall reached 1.13 inches in Albany, 
NY and 1.39 inches in Hartford, CT. Farther west, thunderstorms 
developed over Iowa, expanding southward into Texas and eastward 
into the Northeast by Tuesday. On September 23, a daily-record 
total fell in St. Louis, MO (1.23 inches); a day later, San Antonio, 
TX received a daily-record 1.78 inches. 


On Wednesday, an intensifying storm over the central Plains drew 
sharply colder air southward. Northerly winds gusted to 45 mph in 
Dodge City, KS. Storm-total snowfall reached 4.7 inches in 
Denver, CO and 4.2 inches at both Lander, WY and Colorado 
Springs, CO. On Thursday, Colorado Springs' high peaked at 
38°F. Daily records were broken at about a dozen stations on Friday 
morning, including Laramie, WY (8°F) and McCook, NE (31°F). 
Later in the day, Amarillo, TX logged a daily-record low of 35°F. 


On Saturday morning, daily records were set in Midland, TX (37°F) 
and tied in Abilene (40°F). Farther north lows in Nebraska dipped 
to 32°F in Norfolk and 29°F in North Platte. In contrast, 
temperatures rebounded into the 90's in parts of the Northwest, 
where daily records were set in Medford, OR (94°F) and Walla 
Walla, WA (90°F). 


Farther east, heavy rain expanded slowly eastward from the Plains. 
In Missouri, Springfield's weekly rainfall of 5.83 inches was 
boosted by a daily-record total (3.90 inches) on Thursday. Weekly 
totals locally reached 9 inches in parts of eastern Oklahoma and 
northwestern Arkansas. In South Dakota, Aberdeen's 1.61-inch 
storm total boosted their monthly rainfall to a September-record 5.31 
inches. Elsewhere, the storm padded all-time monthly totals in 
Cleveland, OH (11.05 inches) and Raleigh-Durham, NC (16.62 
inches). 


Very cold weather persisted in Alaska, where weekly temperatures 
averaged 4 to 7°F below normal. Kodiak registered daily-record 
lows on Monday (27°F) and Friday (30°F). In addition, very heavy 
precipitation lashed southeastern Alaska, where weekly totals 
reached 9.71 inches in Yakutat and 6.90 inches in Sitka. Generally 
dry weather and near-normal temperatures prevailed on the 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


SEP 22 - 28, 1996 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


SEP 22 - 28, 1996 
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Total Growing Degree Days 
March 1 - September 28, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 28, 1996 








TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 28, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 28, 1996 


TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION 
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Based on 1961-90 normals 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Row crop harvest activity and small grain seeding 
was slowed by wet weather over most of the 
eastern half of the Nation. Cold autumn weather 
followed the rainy weather into the central Great 
Plains, bringing below-freezing temperatures. 
Corn and soybean producers in the Midwest 
commented that warm, sunny weather was 
needed to reduce grain moisture levels in row 
crops. Midwestern corn remaining in the field had 
higher moisture levels than this time last year, 
forcing some producers to harvest corn at higher- 


One-third of the winter wheat crop in the 19 major 
producing States was planted, up 8 percentage points from the 
previous week but 13 points behind the 5-year average. Wet 
weather delayed winter wheat seeding in the central Great 
Plains, but provided pre-planting moisture. Winter wheat 
planting in Kansas at 20 percent (%) complete was up 6 points 
from last week but 26 points behind the average. Winter 
wheat emerged at 18% complete was 3 points behind the 
average. Wheat producers in the Dakotas, who were waiting 
for rain to increase soil moisture before planting, were 
prevented from planting by wet fields. Wet field conditions 
also slowed planting progress in Oklahoma, where 25% of the 
wheat acreage was seeded, 25 points behind the average. 
Wheat producers in Texas delayed planting due to armyworm 
infestations. 


Corn continued in mostly good to fair condition, with denting 
94% complete for the 17 major producing States, up 7 points 
from the previous week, but 1 point behind the average. Corn 
mature at 56% complete was up 19 points from the previous 
week but 16 points behind the average. Rain in the Midwest 
improved corn condition slightly, but delayed harvest activity. 
Corn harvested at 9% complete was up 2 points from last 
week but 8 points behind normal. Corn harvested in Iowa last 
week had an average grain moisture of 32 percent, compared 
with last year's range from 20 to 30 percent. 


Cotton bolls opening was 77% complete, up 7 points from 
last week and 5 points ahead of the average. Cotton harvested 
at 18% complete was up 6 points from last week and 1 point 
ahead of the average. Cotton condition declined from the 
previous week for the 14 major producing States but remained 
mostly good to fair. Cotton condition dropped in the Southern 
States, where fields with open bolls were harmed by the recent 
rains. Defoliation was active across the Southwest, where 


than-normal moisture levels. In the mid-Atlantic, 
fields along Hurricane Fran's destructive path 
were still drying. Fran's high winds left some corn 
blown over and the wet conditions caused it to 
sprout. Wet fields delayed harvesting in the 
Southeast, but should benefit peanuts by leaving 
soils ready for digging. Thunderstorms in the 
Dakotas forced fieldwork to a standstill. In the 
southern Great Plains, rains restored soil moisture 
for small grain planting and revived pastures, but 
created problems for cotton fields with open bolls. 


iii masini cmaasaasiiiaiamaaaiiaiilamaamaiiiaaiieaalll 


whitefly pressure was increasing. In the Delta, cotton 
defoliation was increasing, but some producers reported 
problems with regrowth and bollrot. The cotton harvest in 
Louisiana came to a standstill due to the heavy rains that 
threatened yield and lowered quality. In Texas, unseasonably 
cool, wet weather slowed cotton maturity in the High Plains, 
where some early bales were harvested. 


Rice harvested for the five major producing States was 74% 
complete, up 11 points from the previous week and 9 points 
ahead of normal. Rice harvested in Mississippi at 78% 
complete was up 1 point from last week and 15 points ahead 
of the average. In the Delta, heavy rains caused lodging and 
delayed harvest activity. Some rice producers in California 
were waiting for lower grain moisture levels before 
harvesting. Second crop rice was heading in Texas, where the 
first rice harvest was completed. 


Sorghum condition for the 12 major producing States 
declined from last week and was mostly good to fair. 
Sorghum mature at 62% complete was up 16 points from the 
previous week, and 3 points ahead of the average. Sorghum 
acreage in Nebraska mature at 48% complete was up 35 
points from last week, but 10 points behind the average. 
Sorghum harvested at 26% complete was up 1 point from last 
week, but 7 points behind the average. 


Soybeans condition remained in mostly good to fair 
condition with soybeans dropping leaves 56% complete, up 23 
points from last week but 15 points below the average. In 
Illinois, soybeans dropping leaves at 45% complete was up 21 
points from the previous week, but 37 points behind the 
average. Rain over the Midwest provided moisture for late- 
planted soybeans. Soybeans harvested at 4% complete was up 
2 points from last week, but 11 points behind the average. 
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Week «Ending September 29, 1996 
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda. gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 13% short, 
75% adequate, 12% surplus. Com harvested 74%, 88% 1995, 
78% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 25% fair, 48% good, 26% excellent. 
Wet conditions hampered row crop harvest activities in most areas. 





ALASKA: Days available for hay harvest 2, 3 days for grain 
harvest, 6 days for harvesting potatoes. Topsoil 10% short, 90% 
adequate. Subsoil 20% short, 80% adequate. Hay harvest 45% 
complete versus 55% a year ago. Commercial potato harvest 75% 
complete compared to 80% in 1995. Barley harvest was 80% 
complete, oat harvest was 20% complete. 





ARIZONA: Whitefly pressure increasing in cotton; defoliation 
active. Alfalfa harvest 50% moderate, 42% active, 8% not being 
harvested at this time. Condition 6% poor, 47% fair, 31% good, 
16% excellent. Central vegetable growers were busy harvesting 
cantaloupe, honeydew, watermelons, green onions. Eastern 
growers harvested chili peppers, apples. Lemons were harvested 
by central, western citrus growers. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Soil moisture 10% 
short, 59% adequate, 31% surplus. Main farming activities: 
Defoliating cotton, seeding cool season forage, preparing for and 
planting wheat, winter annuals, harvesting cotton, rice, corn, 
sorghum, soybeans, hay. Heavy rains delayed fieldwork across 
State. Soybean harvest continued in many counties. Cotton 
defoliation continued in numerous counties. Cotton harvest, 
ginning were reported by several counties. Producers in Lee 
county continued to experience regrowth in cotton after defoliation. 
Bollrot was a serious problem in Lafayette county, was increasing 
in Pulaski county in many cotton fieis. Heavy rains caused lodging 
in rice fields in Monroe, Pulaski counties. Ashley county reported 
rice harvest nearing completion. Sodium chlorate was applied to 
rice fields in Craighead county. Wheat planting was reported by 
several counties. Rice, corn, sorghum harvests continued in 
several counties. Corn harvest was winding down in many 
counties. Several counties continued to plant small grains, cool 
season pastures. Pink-eyed purple hull peas were harvested in Yell 
county. Livestock continued to be in good condition across State. 
Weaning, vaccinating, selling, deworming cattle were reported by 
numerous counties. Hay harvest is winding down. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed rapidly under favorable 
weather in most areas. Small grain fields were prepared for 
planting. Wheat, oat planting continued, few earlier seeded fields 
emerged. Rice harvest gained momentum, although some growers 
waited for lower grain moisture content before harvesting. Cotton 
defoliation was in full swing in the southem San Joaquin Valley. 
Harvest was active in Kem County, had reached the halfway point 
in the desert counties. Alfalfa, sugar beets were sprayed for 
armyworms. Safflower, seed alfalfa harvests were virtually 
complete. New crop sugar beets were planted in the Imperial, San 
Joaquin valleys. Dry beans, com for grain, silage were harvested. 
Alfalfa, sudan grass were cut for hay or green chopped. Raisin 
grape harvest was almost over. Approximately 7% of the raisin crop 
was on open trays; 19% rolled; 74% has been picked up. Grape 





picking for fresh market, wine use continued. Granny Smith apple 
harvest gathered speed. Almond, fig, pistachio, walnut harvests 
continued. Valencia orange picking was active. New crop navel 
orange picking was expected to startsoon. Lettuce was harvested 
in the coastal valleys. Broccoli, cauliflower were harvested in 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo counties. Asparagus, carrots were 
harvested in Kern County. Artichokes were growing well. Garlic 
harvest was winding down. Processing, fresh market tomatoes 
were harvested, some fields were sprayed for worms. Harvest of 
Antelope Valley onions continued. Sweet corn was harvested in 
the Sacramento, San Joaquin valleys. Green beans were 
harvested in Tulare County. Sweetpotato harvest continued in 
Merced County. Cantaloupe, honeydew melon harvesting was 
winding down. Bell, chili pepper harvesting neared completion in 
the San Joaquin Valley. Pumpkin harvest began in Fresno County. 
Broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce, cabbage were treated for worms, 
irrigated in the San Joaquin Valley. Rangeland conditions were 
seasonally normal. Supplemental feeding at lower elevations was 
increasing. Cooler, more normal temperatures helped stabilize milk, 
9g production. Fall calving was ongoing. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil 3% very 
short, 9% short, 61% adequate, 27% surplus. Subsoil 11% very 
short, 13% short, 55% adequate, 21% surplus. Oats 100% 
harvested, 78% 1995, 88% avg. Dry onions 96% harvested, 82% 
1995, 78% avg. Spring wheat 97% harvested, 84% 1995, 82% 
avg. Sorghum 93% turing color, 85% 1995, 79% avg. Com 
silage 76% harvested, 51% 1995, 66% avg. Sugar beets 8% 
harvested, 0% 1995, 0% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 24% fair, 
51% good, 22% excellent. Summer potatoes 85% harvested, 86% 
1995, 85% avg. Fall potatoes 55% harvested, 36% 1995, 36% 
avg. Dry beans 95% cut, 70% 1995, 77% avg.; 80% harvested, 
44% 1995, 60% avg. Alfalfa hay 77% 3rd cutting, 73% 1995, 69% 
avg.; 10% 4th cutting, 13% 1995, 16% avg.; 4% very poor, 6% 
poor, 23% fair, 54% good, 13% excellent. Significant moisture was 
again received last week, especially in the northern mountains, 
along the front range. Moisture received the last few weeks has 
slowed down most harvest operations. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 4% short, 
92% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 97% adequate. 
Com 2% poor, 7% fair, 84% good, 7% excellent; 66% mature, 98% 
1995, 85% avg.; 26% harvested for grain, 65% 1995, 41% avg.; 
79% harvested for silage, 98% 1995, 94% avg. Soybeans 3% poor, 
32% fair, 62% good, 3% excellent; 29% tumed, 73% 1995, 53% 
avg.; 18% shedding leaves, 54% 1995, 29% avg. Sorghum 2% 
poor, 32% fair, 64% good, 2% excellent; 60% turning color, 92% 
1995, 71% avg.; 48% mature, 75% 1995, 41% avg. Lima beans 
85% harvested, 87% 1995, 79% avg. Apples 76% harvested, 74% 
1995, 61% avg. Alfalfa hay 69% 4th cutting, 67% 1995, 72% avg. 
Other hay 91% 3rd cutting, 97% 1995, 89% avg.; 57% 4th cutting, 
14% 1995, 25% avg. Barley 5% planted, 5% 1995, 12% avg. Hay 
supplies 2% very short, 29% short, 68% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Activities: Harvesting field crops and hay, planting smail grain crops. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture is mostly short to adequate 
throughout State. Peanut harvest 51%. Tobacco marketing active. 
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Corn for grain harvest winding down. Haying active. Growers 
starting to pick cotton. Soybean growers making preparations to 
start harvest. Peanuts poor 33%, fair 12%, good 22%, excellent 
33%. Nearly ideal weather allowed planting, picking to proceed at 
normal pace. Tomato harvesting began around Quincy. Other 
vegetables available: Squash, cantaloupes, pickles, sweet com, 
watermelons. Picking active in northern areas, beginning for a few 
crops in west central, east coast regions. Snap bean picking 
getting underway in north. Dade County growers continuing to 
harvest limited volume of okra. Citrus groves, trees, new crop fruit 
very good to excellent. Very littie rain. Irrigation in use most areas. 
Packing houses testing, running early Navels, Ambersweet 
oranges, Faliglo tangerines, Satsumas, colored and white 
grapefruit. Four processing plants are open for packing house 
eliminations. Pasture feed poor 5%, fair 20%, good 75%. 
Condition of cattle herds fair 10%, good 85%, excellent 5%. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 9% very 
short, 30% short, 59% adequate, 2% surplus. Hay 7% poor, 29% 
fair, 61% good, 3% excellent. Rye 9% planted, 19% 1995, 14% 
avg. Sorghum 3% very poor, 6% poor, 33% fair, 55% good, 3% 
excellent; 40% harvested for grain, 49% 1995, 55% avg. Other 
small grains 5% planted, 8% 1995, 7% avg. Apples 2% poor, 4% 
fair, 94% good; 75% harvested, 71% 1995, 69% avg. Pecans 8% 
poor, 41% fair, 43% good, 8% excellent; 0% harvested, 1% 1995, 
1% avg. Good week for harvest until stopped by weekend rains. 
Corn, hay harvests active north, cotton, peanuts south. Rains will 
help late peanuts, soften soils for easier digging. Cotton needing 
dry weather. Pecan harvest underway. Activities: Baling hay, 
harvesting com, peanuts, cotton, defoliating cotton, preparing land 
and planting small grains, overseeding and fertilizing pastures, 
preparing pecan orchards for harvest, harvesting fall vegetables. 





HAWAII: Gentle autumn weather favorable for crops. Papayas, 
bananas, sugarcane benefited from partly cloudy skies, scattered 
showers. Waimea, major vegetable region, remained dry on water 
conservation advisory. Vegetables benefited from cooler 
temperatures. Papaya harvesting active. Banana production heavy. 
Head cabbage supplies moderate to heavy, quality varies. 
Cucumber harvesting expected to increase. Sugar operations to 
cease on Oahu this 27th. Commercial sugarcane only on Maui, 
Kauai. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 1% very short, 
39% short, 59% adequate, 1% surplus. Potato vines dead/killed 
96%, 97% 1995, 98% avg.; harvested 26%, 20% 1995, 34% avg.; 
10% fair, 74% good, 16% excellent. Alfalfa hay harvested (3rd 
Cutting) 78%, 79% 1995, 75% avg. Oats harvested for grain 91%, 
88% 1995, 93% avg. Com harvested for silage 56%, 50% 1995, 
55% avg. Corn harvested for grain 3%, 0% 1995, 4% avg. Dry 
beans harvested 86%, 59% 1995, 71% avg. Lentils harvested 
97%, 76% 1995, 90% avg. Hops harvested 97%, 96% 1995, 97% 
avg. Onions harvested 82%, 49% 1995, 70% avg. Apples 
harvested 29%, 27% 1995, 36% avg. Peaches harvested 96%, 
94% 1995, 98% avg. Prunes, plums harvested 86%, 93% 1995, 
98% avg. Pasture feed, range 24% poor, 41% fair, 32% good, 3% 
excellent. Irrigation water supply 3% poor, 9% fair, 50% good, 38% 
excellent. Activities: Seeding winter wheat, fall barley, moving 
livestock down from the summer ranges, harvesting potatoes, 
sugar beets, com for silage, com for grain. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 5% very short, 
25% short, 63% adequate, 7% surplus. Com, soybean harvest 
continued last week in the central districts, was just starting in the 





northern, southern districts. Rain throughout the State provided 
needed moisture for late planted soybeans. Soybeans 77% tuming 


yellow, 91% 1995, 95% avg. Alfalfa 95% 3rd cutting, 97% 1995, 
94% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 2% very short, 
7% short, 72% adequate, 19% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 
24% short, 66% adequate, 6% surplus. Scattered showers limited 
fieldwork, most areas. Harvest of com, soybean fields advancing 
slowly. Corn in dent stage or beyond by region: 92% north, 92% 
central, 95% south. Soybeans 20% mature, 74% 1995, 70% avg. 


- Tobacco harvest 87% complete, 91% 1995, 90% avg. Harvest of 


apples continues. Activities: Fail tillage, seeding winter wheat, 
Cutting silage, equipment maintenance, seeding alfalfa, cleaning 
grain bins, cutting hay, care of livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil very short 1%, 
short 7%, adequate 77%, surplus 15%. Subsoil very short 2%, 
short 21%, adequate 71%, surplus 6%. As harvest siowly 
progresses across the State, several reporters commented that 
what is needed now is warm, dry, sunny conditions to help bring the 
remainder of the corn, soybean crops to maturity, aid in drying 
crops down. Producers planning on harvesting a higher moisture 
corn crop this year due to the cooler weather conditions this past 
summer. As of 27th, the percent moisture of corm in the field 
averaged 38% while the percent moisture of harvested com 
averaged 32%. Last year, on a comparabie date, corn was being 
harvested at moisture levels in the 20s, low 30s, during 1994's 
record year moisture leveis of harvested corn ranged from the high 
teens to the low 30s. Soybeans leaves tuming color 93%, 95% 
1995, 94% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd crop harvested 95%, 93% 1995, 
92% avg. Except for a few reports of flu, pneumonia in hogs, most 
of States livestock in good condition. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 55% 
adequate, 45% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 4% short, 75% 
adequate, 20% surplus. Rains across much of the State the past 
week slowed wheat seeding, fall harvest. With dry weather, wheat 
seeding, fall harvest will pick up speed. Fall crops remain mostly 
in good to excellent condition. Alfalfa cut the fourth time 68% 
complete, 62% 1995, 63% avg. Activities: seeding wheat, fall 
harvest. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 8% short, 
77% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 16% short, 
74% adequate, 9% surplus. Rains late in week improved soybean 
yield prospects, pastures, hay crops. Burley tobacco cut 87%, 94% 
1995, 91% avg. Dark tobacco 90% cut. Com for grain yields 
generally good. Chopping silage also major activity soybean harvest 
just beginning. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 
44% good, 9% excellent. Hay supplies short in a few areas. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0 Soil moisture 13% 
short, 65% adequate, 22% surplus. Cotton harvest came to a halt 
late in the week because of rain. Yield, quality decreases became 
more serious from repeated heavy rains. Hay 98% 2nd cutting, 
82% 1995, 86% avg. Hay harvest made some progress but was 
halted by rain. Soybeans 88% tuming color, 84% 1995, 74% avg. 
Soybean harvest continued, rain stopped operations at weeks end. 
Sugarcane 1% very poor, 7% poor, 21% fair, 51% good, 20% 
excellent; 68% planted, 96% 1995, 80% avg. Planting progress 
was good until rains halted operations. Sweetpotatoes 3% poor, 
23% fair, 65% good, 9% excellent, 46% harvested, 54% 1995, 54% 
avg. Harvest was very limited from rains. Wheat 0% planted, 2% 
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1995, 2% avg. Livestock 4% poor, 25% fair, 66% good, 5% 
excellent. Vegetables 9% poor, 42% fair, 47% good, 2% excellent. 
Pasture feed 4% poor, 26% fair, 62% good, 8% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 2% short, 
81% adequate, 17% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 87% adequate, 
12% surplus. Com 2% poor, 14% fair, 55% good, 29% excellent; 
96% dent, 100% 1995, 97% avg.; 71% mature, 94% 1995, 82% 
avg.; 26% harvested for grain, 56% 1995, 33% avg.; 72% 
harvested for silage, 87% 1995, 73% avg. Soybeans 4% poor, 21% 
fair, 59% good, 16% excellent; 50% turning, 84% 1995, 68% avg.; 
26% shedding leaves, 61% 1995, 41% avg. Sorghum 11% poor, 
17% fair, 64% good, 8% excellent; 77% tuming color, 84% 1995, 
87% avg.; 51% mature, 65% 1995, 59% avg. Apples 37% 
harvested, 49% 1995, 53% avg. Alfalfa hay 65% 4th cutting, 84% 
1995, 73% avg. Other hay 77% 3rd cutting, 88% 1995, 72% avg.; 
43% 4th cutting, 49% 1995, 33% avg. Hay supplies 2% very short, 
11% short, 85% adequate, 2% surplus. Barley 8% planted, 27% 
1995, 18% avg. Rye 8% planted, 18% 1995, 17% avg. Wheat 4% 
planted, 2% 1995, 3% avg. Activities: Harvesting field crops, hay, 
planting small grains. 





MICHIGAN: Rain slowed harvest progress, other fieldwork. Some 
farmers commented on standing water in fields not permitting them 
to enter their fields. Topsoil 3% very short, 14% short, 57% 
adequate, 26% surplus. Subsoil 11% very short, 30% short, 44% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Dry beans, leaves shedding 92%, 100% 
1995, 96% avg.; 7% very poor, 15% poor, 43% fair, 28% good, 7% 
excelient. All hay 3rd cutting 82%, 94% 1995, 78% avg.; 4th cutting 
22%, 30% 1995, 26% avg.; 5% very poor, 20% poor, 34% fair, 
33% good, 8% excellent. Potatoes harvested 67%, 87% 1995, 71% 
avg. Pasture for feed 7% very poor, 23% poor, 36% fair, 30% good, 
4% excellent. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 9% very 
short, 23% short, 62% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn 99% denting, 
99% 1995, 92% avg.; 43% mature, 93% 1995, 61% avg.; 3% 
harvested, 10% 1995, 5% avg.; 62% silage cut, 75% 1995, 50% 
avg. Soybeans 99% turing yellow, 98% 1995, 92% avg.; 83% 
shedding leaves, 95% 1995, 79% avg.; 37% mature, 63% 1995, 
49% avg.; 3% harvested, 10% 1995, 12% avg. Rye 87% seeded, 
88% 1995, 84% avg. Winter wheat 99% seeded, 89% 1995, 86% 
avg. Dry beans 69% harvested, 56% 1995, 65% avg. Potatoes 
50% harvested, 48% 1995, 53% avg. Stubble plowed 67%, 66% 
1995, 63% avg. Flax 56% harvested, 78% 1995, 62% avg. Sugar 
beets 11% harvested, 10% 1995, 13% avg. Pasture feed 10% very 
poor, 26% poor, 39% fair, 24% good, 1% excellent. Com 2% very 
poor, 6% poor, 42% fair, 42% good, 8% excellent. Soybeans 3% 
very poor, 10% poor, 37% fair, 45% good, 5% excellent. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Soil moisture 1% 
very short, 17% short, 55% adequate, 27% surplus. Com 88% 
harvested, 95% 1995, 75% avg. Soybeans 89% turing color, 89% 
1995, 77% avg.; 68% shedding leaves, 71% 1995, 51% avg.; 29% 
harvested, 40% 1995, 17% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 
’ 66% good, 6% excellent. Wheat 4% planted, 4% 1995, 8% avg.; 
hay (warm season) 99% harvested, 100% 1995, NA avg.; peanuts 
51% harvested, NA 1995, NA avg.; 2% fair, 92% good, 6% 
excellent. Sweetpotatoes 45% harvested, 58% 1995, 55% avg.; 2% 
fair, 97% good, 1% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 6% poor, 33% 
fair, 54% good, 6% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% 
poor, 31% fair, 50% good, 7% excellent. Main farming activities: 
Harvesting row crops, hay. Rain in the latter part of the week 





delayed harvesting, planting of winter-grazing. Cooler temperatures 
should reduce insect pressure in winter crops. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 5% short, 62% adequate, 32% surplus. Strong 
thunderstorms moved through the state last week, slowing row- 
crop harvesting, winter wheat seeding progress. Generally 
speaking, the most favorable row-crop conditions are found across 
the northwestem, north-central, west-central areas of the State. 
Over 90% of the com crop has been harvested across the southern 
portions of the State, while no more than about 30% has been 
harvested elsewhere. Corn crop is least advanced northeast, with 
only 60% mature, 9% harvested. Soybean percent turning color, 
at 68% is about 3 days behind norm. Ninety-five percent of the 
sorghum crop is coloring statewide, while the Bootheel leads the 
State with 28% of the sorghum crop harvested. Pasture feed, 
range 6% very poor, 19% poor, 29% fair, 38% good, 8% excellent, 
improved in recent weeks due largely to needed rainfall. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil 8% very 
short, 30% short, 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 22% very 
short, 46% short, 32% adequate. Farmers working at harvesting 
remaining small grains. Winter wheat planting is progressing well 
but still behind average. Spring wheat 99% harvested, 92% 1995, 
85% avg. Barley 97% harvested, 89% 1995, 87% avg. Oats 96% 
harvested, 92% 1995, 88% avg. Corn for silage 78% harvested, 
74% 1995, 72% avg. Sugar beets &% harvested, 10% 1995, 9% 
avg. Dry beans 88% harvested, 88% 1995, 82% avg. Potatoes 
25% harvested, 18% 1995, 25% avg. Second cutting alfalfa hay 
97% complete, 95% 1995, 95% avg. Cattle, calves moved from 
summer ranges 32%. Sheep, lambs moved from summer ranges 
36%. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil 1% short, 
85% adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil 4% short, 91% adequate, 
5% surplus. Harvest of fall crops progressed at a slow pace last 
week due to widespread moisture, temperatures well below normal. 
Sunshine, warmer weather conditions are needed to reduce grain 
moisture level. Corn 67% mature, 64% 1995, 72% avg.; 3% 
harvested, 2 1995, 12% avg. Soybeans 95% tuming color, 92% 
1995, 96% avg.; 64% dropping leaves, 69% 1995, 80% avg.; 2% 
harvested, 5% 1995, 24% avg. Sorghum 48% mature, 47% 1995, 
58% avg.; grain harvest started last week on a limited scale. Dry 
beans 74% harvested, 62% 1995. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 7% poor, 
32% fair, 47% good, 13% excellent; 37% 4th cutting, 51% 1995. 
Wheat 56% sown, 76% 1995, 83% avg.; wet conditions continued 
to delay seeding of the 1997 crop in south western, south central 
counties; adequate moisture supplies should help germination once 
the crop is planted. Pasture feed, range 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
16% fair, 64% good, 17% excellent. Activities: Preparing 
equipment for harvest, silage cutting, seed com harvest, wheat 
seeding. 





NEVADA: Winter wheat, barley seeding underway. Silage com 
harvest continues in full swing. Alfalfa 3rd cutting nearly complete 
north, fourth cutting continues central, 5th cutting nearly complete 
extreme south. Seeding of new alfalfa stands with oats for cover 
continues. Alfalfa seed harvest complete. Sudan harvest continues 
extreme south. Potato harvest in full swing Humboldt County, 
gaining momentum Lyon County. Potato crop condition reported 
to be good. Onion harvest continues in full swing with crop 
condition good to excellent. Field preparation for garlic planting 
continues. Livestock movement from mountain ranges to fall 
pastures underway. Drought persisted south, southeast. Main 
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farm, ranch activities: Haying, potato digging, onion harvest, fall 
planting, moving livestock. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fiedwork 5.4. Topsoil 6% 
very short, 14% short, 66% adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil 7% 
very short, 13% short, 67% adequate, 13% surplus. Pasture feed 
11% very poor, 9% poor, 33% fair, 44% good, 3% excellent. Maine 
potatoes 55% harvested, 50% 1995, 55% avg.; condition good. 
Massachusetts potatoes 75% harvested, 75% 1995, 75% avg.; 
condition good. Rhode Isiand potatoes 65% harvested, 95% 1995, 
75% avg.; condition excellent. Maine oats 85%, 99% harvested 
1995, 90% avg.; condition good/excelient. Maine barley 90%, 99% 
harvested 1995, condition good/excelient. Silage corn 30% 
harvested, 60% harvested 1995, 45% avg.; condition good/fair. 
Sweet com 95% harvested, 99% 1995, 99% avg.; condition good. 
First hay 100% harvested, 100% 1995, 100% avg.; condition 
good/fair. Second hay 85% harvested, 99% 1995, 95% avg.; 
condition good/excelient. Third cut hay 65% harvested, 80% 1995, 
70% avg.; condition good/excelient. Apples 50% harvested, 65% 
1995, 55% avg.; size average, condition good. Peaches 99% 
harvested, 99% 1995, size average, condition good. Pears 65% 
harvested, 90% harvested 1995, size average, condition good. 
Cranberries 20% harvested, 25% 1995, size average/above 
average, condition good/excelient. Highbush blueberries 99% 
harvested, 100% 1995, size average, condition good/excelient. 
Major farm activities: Harvesting corn silage, potatoes, apples. Wet, 
dry harvesting of cranberries. Wet conditions hampering harvest of 
many crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil mostly 
adequate. Moderate, decreasing supply of beans, peppers, 
eggplant, cucumbers, sweet com, tomatoes, squash are available. 
Moderate, increasing supply of endive, escarole, lettuce, parsley, 
turnips, cabbage available. Light supply of okra, spinach, Indian 
corn, gourds available. Limited supply of pumpkins also available. 
Apples are midway through harvest. Light harvest of cranberries in 
parts of central areas. Planting of fall cover crops reported. Early 
planted soybeans continue to drop their leaves, harvest has not 
begun. Pastures look good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 2% 
very short, 26% short, 67% adequate, and 5% surplus. Winter 
wheat planting was 90% complete, condition reported as 4% fair, 
82% good, 14% excellent. Com 3% fair, 55% good, 42% excellent; 
with 96% mature. Harvest completion for grain is 23%, silage is 
88%. Cotton 15% fair, 67% good, 17% excellent; cotton bolis 
opening 86%, 73% 1995, 72% avg. Sorghum 1% very poor, 8% 
poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 3% excellent; coloring 72%, 69% 1995, 
80% avg.; mature 35%. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 13% poor, 17% fair, 
65% good, 4% excellent; 4th cutting 94%, 5th cutting 86% 
complete. Chile 1% poor, 11% fair, 65% good, 23% excellent; 
green chile harvest 82% complete, red is 17% complete. Lettuce 
10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent. Pecan 1% very poor, 9% fair, 
77% good, 13% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 5% poor, 16% fair, 
63% good, 15% excellent; sheep 7% very poor, 12% poor, 22% 
fair, 56% good, 3% excellent. Range, pasture feed 3% very poor, 
9% poor, 28% fair, 48% good, 12% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitabie for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 25% 
adequate, 75% surplus. Pasture feed 100% good, hay good 
condition, com fair to good. Com silage 26% harvested, 64% 
1995, 36% avg. Grain com harvest just beginning. Oat harvest 
finished. Potato, dry bean harvest gained momentum. Drier 
weather needed. Wetness slowed vegetable harvests. Cabbage 





in good condition with large, solid heads. Onion digging continued. 
Pumpkin harvest picked up momentum. Grape harvest in full swing 
in Finger Lakes region. Concord harvest in Lake Erie region 
delayed until October. Apple harvest continued. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Cooler drier weather across the State 
allowed recovery from hurricane Fran to continue at a good pace. 
Fields along Fran’s path continue to dry out, allowing farmers to do 
more fiekdwork and storm evaluation. Soil moisture 1% short, 75% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Hay 3rd 
Cutting 61%, 54% 1995, 59% avg.; com silage harvested 86%, 


. 79% 1995, 93% avg.; flue-cured tobacco harvested 95%, 98% 


1995, 92% avg.; burley tobacco harvested 86%, 89% 1995, 84% 
avg.; apples harvested 62%, 57% 1995, 61% avg.; sorghum 
harvested 37%, 28% 1995, 36% avg.; sweetpotatoes harvested 
22%, 31% 1995, 27% avg. Crop condition: Tobacco 27% very 
poor, 21% poor, 23% fair, 26% good, 3% excelient; hay 3% poor, 
30% fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. Activities included: Repairing 
storm damage; preparing land for small grains; defoliating cotton; 
harvesting, marketing fiue-cured tobacco; harvesting burley 
tobacco; harvesting corm, sorghum, peanuts, apples, 
sweetpotatoes; cutting, baling hay; maintaining pastures; tending 
livestock; repairing equipment, general farm maintenance. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Harvest activity 
was slowed by rain, drizzle during the week which again improved 
soil moisture levels. Topsoil 2% very short, 15% short, 77% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 26% short, 61% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Farmers were unable to complete the small 
grain harvest, while harvest of most late season crops was siowed 
to behind last year and average. Durum 83% combined, 91% 
1995, 88% avg. Late season crop development: Canola 82% 
harvested; flaxseed 70% harvested, 68% 1995, 63% avg.; corm for 
grain 70% ripe and beyond, 4% harvested; 87%, 6% 1995; 56%, 
10% avg.; com for silage 62% chopped; 68% 1995; 66% avg.; dry 
edible beans 67% harvested; 75% 1995; 59% avg.; soybeans 25% 
harvested; 44% 1995; 32% avg.; sunflowers 74% bracts turned 
brown and beyond, 2% harvested; 88%, 7% 1995, 69%, 5% avg.; 
potatoes 43% dug; 67%, 1995; 71% avg; sugar beets 10% lifted; 
12% 1995; 13% avg. Condition of com for grain, sunflower, sugar 
beet crops declined from a week ago while cor for silage, 
soybeans each improved slightly. Condition of potatoes remained 
the same. Crop condition: com for grain 17% poor, 30% fair, 43% 
good, 10% excellent; com for silage 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% 
fair, 57% good, 9% excellent; soybeans 30% poor, 30% fair, 36% 
good, 4% excellent; sunflower 3% poor, 19% fair, 58% good, 20% 
excellent; sugar beets 5% poor, 15% fair, 73% good, 7% excellent; 
potatoes 1% poor, 6% fair, 68% good, 25% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fiektwork 4.2. Topsoil 4% very short, 14% 
short, 66% adequate, 16% surplus. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 90%; 97% 
1995; 97% normal. Other hay 3rd cutting 72%; 90% 1995; 83% 
normal. Processing tomato harvest advanced to 80%; 100% 1995, 
86% normal. Apple harvest progressed to 45% complete. Potatoes 
dug is at 56%; 73% 1995; 71% normal. Livestock 1% very poor, 
3% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 13% excelient. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil 1% short, 
79% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 90% adequate, 
7% surplus. Wheat 84% seedbed prepared, 88% 1995, 94% avg.; 
oats 88% seedbed prepared, 78% 1995, 87% avg.; 27% planted, 
16% 1995, 23% avg.; 0% up-to-stand, 3% 1995, 8% avg.; corn 
77% mature, 81% 1995, 94% avg.; 63% harvested, 53% 1995, 
77% avg.; soybeans 66% mature, 36% 1995, 48% avg.; 15% 
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harvested, 14% 1995, 16% avg. Peanuts 49% mature, 34% 1995, 
50% avg.; 3% combined, 1% 1995, NA avg.; alfalfa 2% very poor, 
3% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 9% excellent; Alfalfa 83% 4th 
cutting, 81% 1995, 87% avg.; 16% 5th cutting, 15% 1995, 28% 
avg. Livestock 1% poor, 14% fair, 75% good, 10% excellent. 
Feeder steers and heifers were steady to $3/cwt lower. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 15% very 
short, 52% short, 33% adequate. Subsoil 19% very short, 52% 
short, 29% adequate. Barley 95% harvested, 97% 1995, 95% avg.; 
planted 5%, 4% 1995, 20% avg. Activities: Fall small grains field 
preparation, seeding continued, late hay harvest continued, 
statewide. Spring small grain harvest nearly completed, 
southeastern, Klamath Basin still harvesting spring grains. Field 
corn silage harvest underway, Willamette Valley. Mint harvest 
winding down, central sections. Fall nursery, greenhouse planting, 
digging, container movement, pruning activities full swing. Eastern 
lily bulb harvest, shipping of bulbs underway, southern coast. 
Eastern potato harvest full swing. Willamette valley: Sweet corn, 
table beets, squash, cole crops, onion, pumpkin, salad vegetable 
harvest continued; caneberry pruning, training continued; 
strawbeny field preparations for new plantings underway, some late 
blackberry harvest winding down; fall strawberry harvest underway; 
hazeinuts drop continued; grape harvest preparations underway. 
Apple harvest continued, statewide. Pear harvest continued, Hood 
River, Rogue River valleys. Some cranberry irrigated for scald 
control, southern coast. Cattle, sheep continued good-excelient. 
Seasonal cattle movement continued. Cattle weaning continued. 
Eastem ranges dry, stil some forage. Wester pastures started fall 
regrowth, supplemental feed discontinued. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture 
3% short, 70% adequate, 27% surplus. Cor silage harvest very 
active. Silage harvest less than one week behind five-year average. 
Com grain harvest continued slowly. Many farmers expressed 
hope for just two more frost free weeks. Haymaking difficult. More 
put in haylage than normal. Ensilage corn harvest 45% complete, 
76% 1995, 52% avg. Soybeans harvested 0% complete, 3% 1995, 
3% avg.; 3% poor, 17% fair, 55% good, 25% excellent. Wheat 
planted 30% complete, 17% 1995, 36% avg. Barley planted 32% 
complete, 43% 1995, 49% avg. Tobacco harvest 98% complete, 
100% 1995, 96% avg. Potato harvest 55% complete, 55% 1995, 
65% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 88% complete, 79% 1995, 84% avg. 
Alfalfa 4th cutting 45% complete, 32% 1995, 47% avg. Timothy 
Clover 2nd cutting 95% complete, 92% 1995, 96% avg. Quality of 
hay made 9% very poor, 10% poor, 42% fair, 35% good, 4% 
excellent. Apple harvest 49% complete, 49% 1995, 51% avg. 
Peach harvest 98% complete, 99% 1995, 99% avg. Grape harvest 
50% complete, 55% 1995, 56% avg. Fall plowing 46% complete, 
42% 1995, 58% avg. Activities: Making hay and haylage; 
harvesting corn, com silage, potatoes, fruits and vegetables; 
seeding barley, wheat and alfalfa; fixing fences; hauling manure; 
Caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soi moisture 2% very short, 8% short, 77% 
_ adequate, 13% surplus. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Com 87% 
harvested, 92% 1995, 87% avg.; 5% very poor, 23% poor, 32% 
fair, 34% good, 6% excellent. Sorghum 61% harvested, 47% 
1995, 46% avg.; 4% poor, 38% fair, 58% good. Sweetpotatoes 
24% harvested, 19% 1995, 30% avg.; 1% very poor, 10% poor, 
37% fair, 52% good. Tobacco 99% harvested, 100% 1995, 98% 
avg.; 66% stalks destroyed, 81% 1995, 74% avg. Apples 69% 
harvested, 67% 1995, 72% avg.; 30% very poor, 32% poor, 22% 
fair, 16% good. 








SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.2. Topsoil 1% 
short, 73% adequate, 26% surplus. Subsoll 4% short, 78% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Wet fields from last week's storms, 
additional rain this week kept fieldwork at a near standstill. Limited 
silage cutting, winter wheat seeding was done during the week. 
Warm, sunny weather is needed to dry fields, lower grain moisture 
for fieldwork to resume. Rain was about a month too late to help 
much with yield potential. Corn silage harvested 59%, 53% 1995, 
55% avg. Sorghum silage harvested 51%, 26% 1995, 48% avg. 
Soybeans 48% mature, 43% 1995, 55% avg. Sunflowers 54% 
mature, 52% 1995, 63% avg.; 5% poor, 29% fair, 50% good, 16% 
excellent. Winter rye 69% planted, 95% 1995, 87% avg.; 44% 
emerged, 67% 1995, 61% avg. With most leases running out in 
October, ranchers are moving livestock home to winter-feeding 
areas. Feed supplies 1% short, 86% adequate, 13% surplus. 
Livestock 1% poor, 9% fair, 70% good, 20% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 1% short, 82% adequate, 17% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 5% short, 
78% adequate, 17% surplus. Subsoil 10% short, 80% adequate, 
10% surplus. Corn 69% grain harvested, 83% 1995, 52% avg.; 
94% silage harvested, 99% 1995, 89% avg. Tobacco 90% burley 
harvested, 91% 1995, 91% avg.; 5% burley stripped, 7% 1995, 3% 
avg.; 95% air-cured harvested, 98% 1995, 92% avg.; 89% dark fire- 
cured harvested, 98% 1995, 93% avg. Sorghum 88% mature, 
99% 1995, 92% avg.; 38% harvested, 71% 1995, 55% avg. Wheat 
11% seeded, 15% 1995, 9% avg. Pasture feed 2% poor, 24% fair, 
61% good, 13% excellent. 





TEXAS: Warm, fair weather reported throughout State for first 
part week with scattered showers by midweek. First cold front 
year brought unseasonably cooler temperatures across State by 
weeks end. Although much needed rains revived pastures with 
lush green growth, provided moisture for small grain planting, rains 
continued to cause problems for cotton harvesting. Open cotton 
continued to deteriorate with exposure to additional rain. Fall 
armyworms continued to be a major problem, pastures, smail grain 
fields. Cooler temperatures slowed down cotton growth as well as 
late planted Milo Plains. 

Crops: Oats being planted, beginning emerge. Seeded wheat 
fies making good progress, more planting expected as fall harvest 
comes to an end. Soil moisture good for small grain planting due to 
recent rains, growers holding off due to armyworm infestation. 
Cor harvesting continued High Plains, average to good yields 
reported. Grain sorghum early planted crop Plains nearing harvest, 
maturity slowed due to cooler temperatures. Cotton on plains | 
where harvesting aids being applied as bolis opened. Crop maturity 
slowed by unseasonably cold, wet weather. First bales harvested 
in some Plains areas. Harvest was completed coastal bend. Cotton 
quality continued decline as growers could not get it out fields | 
Central. Regrowth also a problem unharvested fields. Rice 2nd 
crop continued to head as harvest first cutting completed. Peanuts 
digging, harvesting began Plains. Biacklands wet conditions 
Caused disease problems. Soybeans maturing normally, harvest to 
begin soon Plains. Some unharvested beans damaged by rain 
Upper Coast. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley planting slow. Some 
peppers, cabbage up. Harvest early oranges continued. San | 
Antonio-W inter Garden, Fall vegetables looking good, some insect 
problems. Late tomatoes beginning to bloom. Land continued to 
be prepared for fall spinach, onions, cabbage. East turnips, 
mustard greens, radishes , spinach , and lettuce good stands, 
growing well. Sweeipotato harvest continued. High Plains, pepper 
harvest continued. Omamental pumpkins being harvested. Trans- 
Pecos harvesting cantaloupes continued. Bell pepper harvest 
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starting. Pecan producers expecting a light pecan crop this year as 
early maturing varieties beginning to mature. Some shuckworm 
damage as well as scab damage appeared. Harvesting underway 
in south. 

Range and Livestock: Pasture conditions continued to improve 
as rains provided moisture for forage growth in pastures. Some hay 
cut when ground dry enough. Livestock movement siow. Fall 
armyworms continued to be a major problem with large acreages 
sprayed. Rain needed in areas to fill tanks drained by drought. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 12% very short, 
43% short, 45% adequate. Subsoil 14% very short, 47% short, 
39% adequate. Winter wheat seeded 61%, 71% 1995, 72% avg.; 
emerged 43%, 33% 1995, 31% avg. Oats harvested for grain 90%, 
100% 1995, 97% avg. Com dough 88%, 77% 1995; dent 75%, 
44% 1995; maturity 48%, 10% 1995, 54% avg.; harvested for grain 
14%, 0% 1995, 7% avg.; harvested for silage 62% ,18% 1995, 52% 
avg. Onions harvested 62%, 43% 1995, 63% avg. Dry beans 
harvested 95%, 75% 1995. Potatoes harvested 45%, 8% 1995, 
45% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 86%, 89% 1995, 87% avg.; 4th cutting 
40%, 21% 1995, 35% avg.; seed harvested 35%, 28% 1995, 69% 
avg. Apples picked 28%, 45% 1995, 47% avg. Pears picked 86%, 
94% 1995. Range, pasture feed 12% very poor, 29% poor, 40% 
fair, 18% good, 1% excellent. Cattle moved from summer range 
50%, 26% 1995, 39% avg. Sheep moved from summer range 
48%, 23% 1995, 39% avg. Major farm, ranch activities: Harvesting 
alfalfa, onions, fruit, corn for grain, corn for silage, planting winter 
grains, breeding ewes. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fiekdwork 5.0. Topsoil 4% short, 73% 
adequate, 23% surplus. Subsoill 4% short, 71% adequate, 25% 
surplus. Com 75% mature, 1995 93%, 93% avg.; 25% com for 
grain harvested, 1995 57%, 51% avg.; 60% corn silage harvested, 
1995 85%, 77% avg. Soybeans 97% setting pods, 1995 100%, 
100% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 10% fair, 63% good, 24% 
excellent. Peanuts 20% dug, 1995 46%, 27% avg.; 9% combined, 
1995 29%, 15% avg.; 28% fair, 61% good, 11% excellent. Fire 
cured tobacco 95% harvested, 97% 1995, 98% avg. Flue cured 
tobacco 80% harvested, 91% 1995, 87% avg. Burley tobacco 75% 
harvested, 92% 1995, 88% avg. Sun cured tobacco 95% 
harvested, 98% 1995, 97% avg. Livestock 9% fair, 67% good, 
24% excellent. Pasture feed 14% fair, 63% good, 23% excellent. 
Fall apples 45% harvested, 38% 1995. Winter apples 20% 
harvested. Barley 5% seeded, 9% 1995, 15% avg. Oats 8% 
seeded, 14% 1995, 23% avg. Activities: Generally drier weather 
allowed com, com silage producers to harvest previously wet fields. 
Corn blown down by Tropical Storm Fran beginning to sprout. 
Tobacco harvest continues. Producers digging, combining 
peanuts, disease reported some areas. Cotton being defoliated. 
Land preparation, seeding of small grains continues. Apple harvest 
continues. Tomatoes, cucumbers, snapbeans being harvested. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 20% 
short, 75% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 30% short, 60% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Winter wheat, dryland 5% poor, 18% fair, 
77% good; irrigated, 100% good. Seeding of winter wheat slowing 
down in Whitman County due to soil conditions. Com grain 0% 
harvested, 0% 1995, 2% avg.; 1% fair, 99% good. Potatoes 51% 
harvested, 41% 1995, 47% avg.; 9% fair, 91% good. Potatoes 
being moved into storage sooner than expected due to low fresh 
market prices. Dry beans 58% harvested, 54% 1995, 63% avg.; 
100% good. Mint harvest nearing completion. Hay, other 
roughage supplies, 9% short, 77% adequate, 14% surplus. Range, 





pasture feed 15% poor, 40% fair, 40% good, 5% excellent. Alfalfa 
3rd cutting 98%, 97% 1995, 94% avg. Com silage 47% harvested, 
38% 1995, 58% avg. Fruit harvest was in full swing. Red 
Delicious, Granny Smith apples were being picked. Grapes were 
being harvested in Benton County. Near freezing night 
temperatures are expected to improve cranberry coloration. Sweet 
com, Carrots, onions were being harvested. Snap bean harvest 
was completed in Kittitas County. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil 74% 
adequate, 26% surplus. Wet conditions continue to delay com, hay 
harvest. Winter wheat 21% planted, 7% 1995, 7% avg. Hay 2nd 
Cutting 92%, 97% 1995, 94% avg.; 3rd cutting 52%, 66% 1995, 
81% avg. Com 11% fair, 78% good, 11% excellent; 90% dent 
stage, 95% 1995; 52% mature stage, 86% 1995, 87% avg.; 4% 
harvested for grain, 56% 1995, 44% avg. Soybeans 5% poor, 21% 
fair, 68% good, 6% excellent; 62% dropping leaves, 90% 1995. 
Tobacco 92% harvested, 92% 1995, 89% avg. Cattle 16% fair, 
75% good, 9% excellent. Sheep 11% fair, 83% good, 6% 
excellent. Activities: Cutting and baling hay where conditions 
allowed; harvesting apples, corn for grain and tobacco; chopping 
silage; marketing livestock; cleaning up from flood and repairing 
fences. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Soil moisture 23% 
very short, 34% short, 39% adequate, 4% surplus. Dry weather had 
sped up the maturity stages for beans, corn. Some farmers finally 
received rain. Moisture improved soil, pasture, hay conditions, had 
little effect on com and soybeans. Many farmers were glad there 
has been little frost damage so far. Corn silo filling was 32% 
complete, compared to 76% 1995, 39% avg. Some farmers were 
putting up more corn silage this year to replace a shortage of third 
crop hay. Third crop hay harvested was wrapping up with 81% 
completed. Some 4th crop hay was being made into haylage in 
Waupaca County. Hay harvesting, corn chopping, fall tillage were 
some activities, this past week. Fall tillage was at 7% completed, 
compared to 13% 1995, 9% avg. Soybean acreage had 85% which 
showed a change in the color of the leaves, 45% which started to 
shed leaves (compared to 95% change in leaves, 69% leaves 
shedding last year). Soybean combining began with 1% of the 
acreage harvested. A reporter from Columbia County commented 
on the beans being small, not yielding as expected. Soybean 4% 
very poor, 12% poor, 31% fair, 46% good, 7% excellent. Sweet 
com harvest was winding down in the southeast, central districts. 
Potato harvest was about half done in Portage, Wood Counties. 
Cranberry harvest started in the central district with one reporter 
commenting on average yields. Pasture feed 15% very poor, 37% 
poor, 31% fair, 15% good, 2% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 35% short, 63% adequate or surplus. Oats 96% harvested, 
99% 1995, 97% avg. Dry beans 100% windrowed, 94% 1995, 
94% avg.; 91% combined, 75% 1995, 70% avg. Corn 92% 
mature, 69% 1995, 54% avg.; 13% com for grain harvested, 8% 
1995, 12% avg.; com siage 92% harvested, 67% 1995, 77% avg. 
Sugar beets 4% harvested, 11% 1995, 13% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 
72% harvested, 54% 1995, 59% avg. Winter wheat seeding for 
1997 harvest 100% planted, 93% 1995, 92% avg.; 73% emerged, 
68% 1995, 57% avg. Crops mostly good condition. Range, 
pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 43% fair, 45% good. 
Livestock mostly good condition. Stock water 71% adequate or 
surplus. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Wet weather delayed summer crop harvesting and 
winter wheat planting in Ukraine. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Diminishing rainfall helped spring grain 
harvesting in Russia. 


EUROPE: Variable showers caused only brief delays in fieldwork 
in the north, while wet weather delayed fieldwork in the south. 


AUSTRALIA: Beneficial showers covered the main winter grain 
areas, aiding recovery from potential frost damage in the east. 


CANADA: Prairie grain and oilseed harvests continued, albeit behind 
schedule. 


SOUTH ASIA: Warm, dry weather dominated central and 
northwestern crop areas as the monsoon pushed farther southward. 





SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers continued to slow rice harvesting in 
Thailand, Vietnam, and the central Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather aided summer crop 
maturation and harvesting across China. Freezing temperatures ended 
the growing season across northern Manchuria, causing little damage 
to mature summer crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, rain favored northern winter 
wheat, while freezing temperatures burned back vegetative winter 
wheat in the south. In southern Brazil, rain benefited filling wheat 
and boosted topsoil moisture for soybean planting. 


MEXICO: Showers favored filling corn across the main corn belt as 
dry weather prevailed in the north. 














The main storm wim was in the otal with ae pressure peatitne 


in the north. As a result, little, if any, precipitation (less than 10 mm) 
occurred over the Baltics, Belarus, and northern Russia, helping late- 
harvest activities. Furthermore, unseasonably cool weather (weekly 
temperatures averaging 2-3 degrees C below normal) prevailed over 
these areas. Nighttime temperatures that dropped below freezing (-1 
to -4 degrees C) on some nights prompted hardening of winter grains. 
Farther south, wet weather occurred over Ukraine and spread eastward 
into North Caucasus, Russia, delaying summer crop harvesting and 
winter grain planting. Rainfall ranged from 10 to 66 mm in Ukraine 
and 10 to 34 mm in North Caucasus, providing adequate to abundant 
moisture for winter wheat germination and early plant establishment. 
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Rainfall diminished over spring grain areas in Russia, improving 
conditions for harvesting. Reports as of September 23 indicated that 
the harvest of spring grains and pulses, excluding corn, was about 75 
percent completed, compared with 80 percent for this same time last 
year. Most of the remaining grain to be harvested is in Siberia. 
Farther south, reports indicated the grain harvest in Kazakhstan was 
also about 75 percent completed. Little, if any, precipitation 
(generally less than 8 mm) over most areas in Kazakhstan this past 
week helped harvest activities. The exception was in extreme 
northern Kazakhstan, where showers (10-22 mm) slowed the harvest. 
In cotton growing areas of central Asia, scattered showers slowed 
early harvest activities in eastern Uzbekistan, while dry weather 
helped harvesting over the remainder of the region. 
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Variable showers fell over northern Europe, causing only brief delays 
in summer crop harvesting and winter grain planting. Precipitation 
amounts generally ranged from 3 to 13 mm, with the greatest amounts 
of rain (10-25 mm) covering western Germany and southern Poland. 
Farther south, dry weather prevailed over southern Spain, helping corn 
and sunflower harvesting. In contrast, rainy weather (10-50 mm, with 
local amounts in excess of 50 mm) spread from southern France, 
eastward through Italy, into southeastern Europe (former Yugoslavia, 
Romania, Bulgaria, and Greece). The rain in these areas slowed 
summer crop harvesting and winter grain planting. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees Celsius below normal over most 
of Europe. 











Scattered, mostly light showers (3-18 mm) lingered over the Prairies, 
allowing spring grain and oilseed harvests to slowly resume. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal over Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, with a killing freeze (lows of -2 to -4 degrees C) 
at many locations. Crops were mostly mature at the time of the 
freeze, limiting the scope of potential damage. However, unfavorable 
wetness, including snow, has reportedly resulted in quality reductions. 
Field conditions permitting, a rush to harvest is anticipated to prevent 
further declines. Farther east, late-week heavy rain (25-50 mm or 
more) in Ontario was unfavorable for maturing corn and soybeans. 


























Moderate showers (15-40 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 7 
mm) continued to favor filling corn across Southern Plateau corn belt. 
Dry weather prevailed across northern Mexico, where additional 
rainfall is still needed to replenish reservoir levels. Seasonal showers 
(25-75 mm) aided reproductive corn across the Yucatan Peninsula. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal across most of 
the country. 
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Warm, dry weather dominated northwestern and 
central India and Pakistan as the monsoon 
continued its seasonal withdrawal. While the 
overall dryness benefited maturing grains and 
cotton, more rain was needed locally for immature 
Oilseeds. Elsewhere, scattered, locally heavy 
showers (25-50 mm or more, exceeding 100 mm at 
a few locations) fell in eastern rice areas and 
throughout the southern interior, maintaining 
generally favorable moisture levels for immature 
grains, oilseeds, and cotton. By mid-October, the 
monsoon has typically withdrawn from all but the 
southern interior. 























Mostly dry, warm weather covered Manchuria, the 
North China Plain, and central China, favoring 
corn, soybean, cotton, and single-crop rice 
harvesting and winter wheat planting. Minimum 
temperatures in northern Manchuria ranged from 1 
to -2 degrees C, ending the growing season but not 
damaging mature summer crops. Light to 
moderate rain (5-30 mm) fell across coastal 
southeastern and southern China. Dry weather 
aided rice harvesting over the Korean Peninsula. 
Typhoon Violet brushed eastern Japan (near 
Tokyo) on September 21-22, causing heavy rain 
(75-225 mm) across central Japan. This rain 
slowed rice harvesting. Temperatures averaged 2 
to 4 degrees C above normal across most of China. 
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Early in the week, the remnants of Tropical Cyclone Willie produced 
heavy showers (150-350 mm) across north-central Vietnam. These 
rains slowed. 10th-month rice harvesting and possibly caused some 
damage to the crop. The remnants of Willie also brought moderate to 
heavy rain (50-150 mm) to Thailand, slowing main-season rice 
harvesting. Moderate to heavy showers (40-160 mm) also slowed 
main-season rice harvesting across the central Philippines. Lighter 
showers (generally less than 40 mm) across the northern Philippines 
did not impede main-season rice harvesting. Showers (25-100 mm) 
favored oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. Scattered rain (5-30 
mm) aided second-season rice in Java. 
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main winter wheat and barley regions, maintaining favorable moisture 
levels for crops ranging from the vegetative to filling stages of 
development. The heaviest rain (10-41 mm) covered much of the 
southeast, including the western grazing and pasture areas. Another 
day of patchy frost occurred on the 22nd, likely causing some burn 
back of tender growth in the southeast. Temperatures in most crop 
areas averaged near to below normal, slowing crop growth. 
Queensland and northern New South Wales were the exception, with 
highs reaching the low 30 degrees C. Sorghum and cotton planting 
progressed, with minor rain delays. In New Zealand, the main pasture 
areas were mostly dry. 

















In Argentina, light to moderate rain (5-35 mm) benefited reproductive 
wheat across Cordoba and Santa Fe. However, more rain is still 
needed across the region. Minimum temperatures (0 to -2 degrees C) 
burned back vegetative wheat in southern Buenos Aires. Widespread 
rain (40-80 mm) boosted moisture supplies for early cotton planting 
across northern Argentina. In southern Brazil, moderate rain (30-80 
mm) fell across southern Mato Grosso do Sul southward into Rio 
Grande do Sul, boosting soil moisture for soybean planting. This rain 
slowed early wheat harvesting in Mato Grosso do Sul, but favored 
filling wheat farther south. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C 
below normal across Argentina and 2 to 4 degrees C above normal 
across southern Brazil. 
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